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Tom Dresser VC (1891 – 9 April 1982) was an English recipient of the Victoria Cross, the highest and most prestigious award for gallantry in the face of the enemy that can be awarded to British and Commonwealth forces.

Dresser was born at Laund House Farm, Huby in 1891. He was 24 years old, and a private in the 7th Battalion, The Yorkshire Regiment (Alexandra, Princess of Wales's Own), British Army during the First World War when the following deed took place for which he was awarded the VC.

On 12 May 1917 near Roeux, France, Private Dresser, in spite of having been twice wounded on the way and suffering great pain, succeeded in conveying an important message from battalion headquarters to the front line trenches, which he eventually reached in an exhausted condition. His fearlessness and determination to deliver this message at all costs proved of the greatest value to his battalion at a critical period.[1]

His Victoria Cross is displayed at the Green Howards Museum in Richmond, North Yorkshire.
He was presented with the Victoria Cross on his 25th birthday
================================

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/1219/miuk1914h_132457-00560?pid=584525&backurl=https://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?_phsrc%3DJTC218%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource%26usePUBJs%3Dtrue%26indiv%3D1%26db%3Dbritisharmyservice%26gsfn%3DTom%26gsln%3DDresser%26gsfn_x%3DNP_NN%26gsln_x%3D1%26cp%3D0%26_83004003-n_xcl%3Df%26msbdy%3D1891%26msbpn__ftp%3Dhuby%2520near%2520stillington%2520,%2520yorkshire,%2520england,%2520united%2520kingdom%26msbpn%3D88918%26_F0007CF4%3DYorkshire%26_F8007A65%3D24297%26new%3D1%26rank%3D1%26redir%3Dfalse%26uidh%3Dy45%26gss%3Dangs-d%26pcat%3D39%26fh%3D0%26h%3D584525%26recoff%3D%26ml_rpos%3D1&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=JTC218&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true#?imageId=miuk1914h_132457-00561
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/true-teesside-hero-tom-dresser-13025225
By Mike Brown 15:14, 12 MAY 2017

A true Teesside hero has been honoured with a statue in his home town 100 years after his incredible feats of wartime courage.

Tom Dresser’s bravery saw him awarded the Victoria Cross during the First World War, but his modesty saw him tell those who asked about his exploits: “It’s something anyone would have done.”

But at an emotional ceremony attended by hundreds in the gardens of the Dorman Museum in Middlesbrough, his grandson Brian Dresser gave a moving speech highlighting Mr Dresser’s courage as a statue to him was unveiled.

Armed Forces standard bearers, representatives from Mr Dresser’s regiment the Green Howards and his family watched as the statue and a commemorative stone was laid in his honour.

Brian said: “He never sought recognition for his bravery, but I think he would have been proud to have been honoured in this way

“I’m grateful to everyone whose contributions and hard work have made it possible to pay tribute to a true hero in this way.”

Mr Dresser’s statue stands just yards away from another that celebrates fellow Green Howard Stan Hollis, who was awarded the VC for his bravery in World War Two.

And the sculptor of that statue, Brian Alabaster, also worked on the one honouring Mr Dresser.

In May, 1917 Tom Dresser was serving as a private in the 7th Battalion The Green Howards in the Battle of Arras in northern France, when the call went up for a volunteer for a hazardous mission.

The Green Howards had won a strategically important trench but were pinned down by heavy gunfire and running short of ammunition – and a man was needed for the seemingly impossible task to get word back to Battalion Headquarters.

Private Dresser, 24, stepped up and after reaching HQ set off back to the frontline with two other soldiers carrying orders and sacks of bombs.

Despite being shot twice he made it back across no-man’s land, crawling the last 50 yards.

He was subsequently evacuated to Wrexham Hospital for treatment and on July 21, with his arm still in a sling, he was awarded the Victoria Cross by King George V at Buckingham Palace for ‘conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty’.

Private Dresser - who moved to Middlesbrough as a child from York - returned to Dorman Long after the war before taking over the family’s newsagent business, running the shop on Marton Road for 40 years, with his precious medal in a tobacco tin behind the counter.

Canon John Lumley, Deputy Mayor Charlie Rooney, Colonel Clive Mantell on behalf of the Green Howards, and Canon Richard Cooper also spoke at the ceremony which marked 100 years since King George V awarded the VC to Private Dresser.

Brian Dresser thanked all of those who helped his family raise the money, secure planning consent and get the statue sculpted in time to celebrate the 100th anniversary.

==============================
A service was held on Saturday, 25 July 2015 to commemorate Private Tom Dresser VC, 7th Bn, Yorkshire Regiment, by refurbishing his grave in Thorntree RC Cemetery in Cargo Fleet Lane, Middlesbrough. Although Tom Dresser was buried in the same grave as his wife, who died in 1965, his name was never added to the headstone. Through the efforts of the people below this has now been recitified.

The Ceremony was attended by Tom Dresser VC's son, also called Tom, and his two grandsons Brian and Paul along with their families. Tony Longstaff played the Last Post and the veterans and standard bearers attended along with the OIC of TS Erimus.

Appreciation was given to Middlesbrough Council, Lords Monumental Stonemasons for an excellent job they made of the headstone, and Father John Lumley of Corpus Christi Church for performing a moving service. Liz Chambers the Welfare Officer of the Combined Services Association should be congratulated for organising the refurbishment of the Dresser family headstone.

For the award of the Victoria Cross

[ London Gazette, 27 June 1917 ], Roeux, France, 12 May 1917, Private Tom Dresser, 7th Bn, Yorkshire Regiment.

    For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty ( near Roeux, France ). Private Dresser, in spite of being twice wounded on the way, and suffering great pain, succeeded in conveying an important message from Battalion Headquarters to the front line of trenches, which he eventually reached in an exhausted condition. His fearlessness and determination to deliver this message at any cost, proved of the greatest value to his Battalion at a critical period.

Tom Dresser was invested with his Victoria Cross by King George V at Buckingham Palace on the 21st July 1917.

Tom Dresser's Victoria Cross and accompanying campaign medals are currently on loan to the Green Howards Museum in Richmond, North Yorkshire. Tom Dresser died at home in Middlesbrough on the 9th April 1982 aged 91 and was buried in Thorntree RC Cemetery, Middlesbrough, in the grave of his wife who died in 1965.
==================================

http://www.ww1-yorkshires.org.uk/vc-winners-yorkshires/html-files/vcgc-dresser.htm
Tom Dresser was born in York on 6th April 1892 (* - see below).   His parents Thomas and Clara (nee Ward) were originally farmers at Westgate, Pickering, who sold up and purchased a news agent business in Middlesbrough.   He was educated at St. John's and Hugh Bell High School in Middlesbrough and got his first job at Dorman Long's Dock Street Foundry.

Aged 22, he enlisted on 8th February 1916 into the 6th Yorkshires, then transferred to the 5th Yorkshires.   After 13 weeks at Rugeley training camp he sailed for France and arrived on the Somme with the 7th Yorkshires in early September 1916.

242697 Private Tom Dresser won his VC near Roeux on 12th May 1917.   It was gazetted on 27th June 1917.   When he came out of hospital he was posted to the 74th Machine Gun Corps with a new number 138867 until he was demobilised on 27th April 1919.

He returned to work at Dorman Long's Steel Works until he took over his father's news agency at 65 Marton Road, Middlesbrough.   He lived above the shop with his wife, Theresa (nee Landers ), whom he had married in 1924.   They had four sons before Britain was again at war with Germany in 1939.   During WW II, he served with 'G' Company, 8th North Riding (Middlesbrough) Battalion, Home Guard.   He died on Good Friday, 9th April, 1982, three days after his 90th birthday and was buried in Thorntree Cemetery, Middlesbrough.   His VC and medals are on loan from his son, Tom, to the Green Howards Regimental Museum in Richmond.
Information on the medal holders on this page, and other pages relating to the regiment's WW1 VC holders, is taken from "Beyond Their Duty" by Roger Chapman.   This book was specialy written to commemorate the only occasion on which all 18 Victoria Crosses won by members of the Green Howards regiment were together (April to October 2001, in the Green Howards Museum).   The book may be purchased from the Green Howards Museum Shop.

(*) The following information relating to Tom Dresser and his family has been supplied by Roger Dowson (e-mail : beckisle@aol.com);-

Tom Dresser's birth place which was HUBY, NR Easingwold.

Tom Dresser's Grandfather, also called Tom Dresser was born in Whenby in 1825. He was a local farmer having 506 acres, employing 6 men and 3 boys.
Tom's father, Thomas was also born in Whenby in 1863. He was a groom by occupation - living in Little Langton, North Yorkshire. His Mother Clara (nee Ward) was a farmers daughter.
Tom Dresser V.C. was born at Lawnd House Farm, Huby, near Easingwold on 9th April 1891. This is listed on his birth certificate, copy at Beck Isle Museum.
The family moved around a lot, and he also had a sister born in Pontefract in 1887. Sometime between 1902 and 1917 they moved to Middlesbrough.

The Beck Isle Museum, Pickering holds several photographs and considerable research and documentation relating to Tom Dresser 'The Yorkshire V.C.'. Amongst the photographs in the possession the Beck Isle Museum is the one below, of Private Dresser wearing his VC.

